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The earth is yours O Lord  
You created it and gave it form  
 
You called life out of chaos  
Made humankind in your image, co-creators with you  
 
You looked at all you had made  and pronounced it good  
Blessed be God forever  
 
In the name of the Father, 
and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
  
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 
 
Almighty God, 
to whom all hearts are open, 
all desires known, 
and from whom no secrets are hidden: 
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts 
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 
that we may perfectly love you, 
and worthily magnify your holy name; 
through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
 
 
WORDS OF WELCOME AND INTRODUCTION 
 
 
PRAYER OF PENITENCE AND ABSOLUTION 
The grace of God has dawned upon the world 
with healing for all. 
Let us come to him, in sorrow for our sins, 
seeking healing and salvation 
 
Silence 
 
Lord our God, 
in our sin we have avoided your call. 
Our love for your is like a morning cloud, 
like the dew that goes away early. 
Have mercy on us; 
deliver us from judgement; 
bind up our wounds and revive us; 
in Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen 
 
The Lord enrich you with his grace, and nourish you with his blessing; the Lord 
defend you in trouble and keep you from all evil; the Lord accept your prayers, and 
absolve you from your offences, for the sake of Jesus Christ, our Saviour. 
Amen 
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PRAYER FOR TODAY 
Let us pray 
 
God our Father, 
you never cease the work you have begun 
and prosper with your blessing all human labour: 
make us wise and faithful stewards of your gifts 
that we may serve the common good, 
maintain the fabric of our world 
and seek that justice where all may share 
 the good things you pour upon us; 
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. 
Amen. 
 
 
 
FIRST READING (Psalm 104.1-25)  
 
The Reading from Psalm 104 
 
1 Bless the Lord, O my soul;* 
O Lord my God, how excellent is your greatness! 
   you are clothed with majesty and splendour. 
2 You wrap yourself with light as with a cloak 
and spread out the heavens like a curtain. 
3 You lay the beams of your chambers 
   in the waters above; 
you make the clouds your chariot; 
   you ride on the wings of the wind. 
4 You make the winds your messengers 
and flames of fire your servants. 
5 You have set the earth upon its foundations, 
so that it never shall move at any time. 
6 You covered it with the deep as with a mantle; 
the waters stood higher than the mountains. 
7 At your rebuke they fled; 
at the voice of your thunder they hastened away. 
8 They went up into the hills 
   and down to the valleys beneath, 
 to the places you had appointed for them. 
9 You set the limits that they should not pass; 
they shall not again cover the earth. 
10 You send the springs into the valleys; 
they flow between the mountains. 
11 All the beasts of the field drink their fill from them, 
and the wild asses quench their thirst. 
12 Beside them the birds of the air make their nests 
and sing among the branches. 
13 You water the mountains from your dwelling on high: 
the earth is fully satisfied by the fruit of your works. 
14 You make grass grow for flocks and herds 
and plants to serve us all; 
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15 That they may bring forth food from the earth, 
and wine to gladden our hearts, 
16 Oil to make a cheerful countenance, 
and bread to strengthen the heart. 
17 The trees of the Lord are full of sap, 
the cedars of Lebanon which he planted, 
18 In which the birds build their nests, 
and in whose tops the stork makes his dwelling. 
19 The high hills are a refuge for the mountain goats, 
and the stony cliffs for the rock badgers. 
20 You appointed the moon to mark the seasons, 
and the sun knows the time of its setting. 
21 You make darkness that it may be night, 
in which all the beasts of the forest prowl. 
22 The lions roar after their prey 
and seek their food from God. 
23 The sun rises and they slip away 
and lay themselves down in their dens. 
24 The labourer goes forth to work 
and to toil until the evening. 
25 O Lord, how manifold are your works! 
in wisdom you have made them all; 
   the earth is full of your creatures. 
 
Glory to the Father and to the Son 
and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning is now 
and shall be for ever. Amen. 
 
 
GOSPEL (Mark 4.1-9)  
 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
Again Jesus began to teach beside the lake. Such a very large crowd gathered 
around him that he got into a boat on the lake and sat there, while the whole crowd 
was beside the lake on the land. He began to teach them many things in parables, 
and in his teaching he said to them: ‘Listen! A sower went out to sow. And as he 
sowed, some seed fell on the path, and the birds came and ate it up. Other seed fell 
on rocky ground, where it did not have much soil, and it sprang up quickly, since it 
had no depth of soil. And when the sun rose, it was scorched; and since it had no 
root, it withered away. Other seed fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up and 
choked it, and it yielded no grain. Other seed fell into good soil and brought forth 
grain, growing up and increasing and yielding thirty and sixty and a hundredfold.’ 
And he said, ‘Let anyone with ears to hear listen!’ 
 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
 
HOMILY 
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THE PROFESSION OF FAITH 
Do you believe and trust in God the Father? 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 
 
Do you believe and trust in his Son Jesus Christ? 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 
Do you believe and trust in the Holy Spirit? 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. 
Amen. 
 
 
 
PRAYERS 
 
 
THE PEACE 
We are the body of Christ. 
In the one Spirit we were all baptised into one body. 
Let us then pursue all that makes for peace 
and builds up our common life. 
The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
And also with you. 
 
 
THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER  
 As the grain once scattered in the fields and the grapes once dispersed on the 
hillside are now reunited on this table in bread and wine, so, Lord, may your whole 
Church soon be gathered together from the corners of the earth into your kingdom. 
Amen. 
 
The Lord is here. 
His Spirit is with us. 
 
Lift up your hearts 
We lift them to the Lord 
  
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God 
It is right to give thanks and praise 
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It is truly right and just, our duty and our salvation, 
always and everywhere to give you thanks, 
holy Father, almighty and eternal God. 
 
From sunrise to sunset this day is holy, 
for Christ has risen from the tomb 
and scattered the darkness of death 
with light that will not fade. 
 
This day the risen Lord walks with your gathered people, 
unfolds for us your word, 
and makes himself known in the breaking of the bread. 
     
And though the night will overtake this day 
you summon us to live in endless light, 
the never-ceasing sabbath of the Lord. 
And so we join our voices with angels and archangels 
and with all the company of heaven 
to proclaim your glory, 
for ever praising you and saying: 
 
Holy, holy, holy Lord,  
God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
 

Blessed is he who comes 
In the name of the Lord, 
Hosanna in the highest. 
 
 
We praise and bless you, loving Father, 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord; 
and as we obey his command, 
send your Holy Spirit, 
that broken bread and wine outpoured  
may be for us the body and blood of your dear Son. 
      
On the night before he died  
he had supper with his friends 
and, taking bread, he praised you. 
He broke the bread, gave it to them and said: 
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 
do this in remembrance of me. 
      
When supper was ended he took the cup of wine. 
Again he praised you, gave it to them and said: 
Drink this, all of you; 
this is my blood of the new covenant, 
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 
Do this, as often as you drink it,  
in remembrance of me. 
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So, Father, we remember all that Jesus did, 
in him we plead with confidence his sacrifice 
made once for all upon the cross. 
Bringing before you the bread of life  
and cup of salvation, 
we proclaim his death and resurrection 
until he comes in glory. 
 
Great is the mystery of faith: 
Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again. 
 
 
Lord of all life, 
help us to work together for that day 
when your kingdom comes 
and justice and mercy will be seen in all the earth. 
      
Look with favour on your people, 
gather us in your loving arms 
and bring us with Blessèd Mary and all the saints 
to feast at your table in heaven. 
      
Through Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
all honour and glory are yours,  
O loving Father, 
for ever and ever. 
Amen. 
 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
As our Saviour has commanded and taught us, so we pray 
 
Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation 
but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours 
now and for ever. 
Amen. 
 
 
THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD 
Every time we eat this bread and drink this cup, 
We proclaim the Lord's death until he comes. 
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AGNUS DEI (Lamb of God) 
Jesus, Lamb of God, 
have mercy on us. 
Jesus, bearer of our sins, 
have mercy on us. 
Jesus, redeemer of the world, 
grant us peace. 
 
 
COMMUNION 
Jesus is the Lamb of God 
who takes away the sin of the world. 
Blessed are those who are called to his supper. 
Lord, I am not worthy to receive you, 
but only say the word, and I shall be healed. 
 
The Body of Christ. 
Amen.
 
 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Let us pray 
 
Lord of all creation,  
as we have received the bread and wine,  
fruits of the earth and tokens of salvation,  
so with joy we celebrate your goodness  
and commit ourselves to serve you on your earth,          
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  
Amen. 
 
 
 
THE BLESSING AND DISMISSAL 
 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 
May God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
the source of all goodness and growth,  
pour his blessing upon all things created, 
and upon you his children, 
that you may use his gifts to his glory  
and the welfare of all peoples; 
and the blessing of God almighty, 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
be among you and remain with you always. Amen. 
 
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
In the name of Christ. Amen. 
 
 
 


